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immigrants. Though the whole associational life of the demo-
cracy has derived strength from its racial unity, something
perhaps is lost in the subtler spheres of culture. There is
doubtless monotony in a vast continent with such little
diversity of human type and opinion, where the idioms of life
are so alike from the north of Queensland to the southern
shores of Western Australia.

Australian nationality has been shaped by the afore-
mentioned political, economic, and social circumstances,
although it is no easier than in the other Dominions to give
the precise date of its birth. It was evident, however, in
the eighties and nineties of the last century, when it was
Intimately related with the rapid advance of political democ-
racy and the early struggle of the workers for a secure stand-
ard of living. The social circumstances which created a
demand for popular government and social betterment no
less fostered national feeling. Australians came vividly to
believe that they had common problems to solve and unique
political experiments to make. They were ready, as it has
been remarked, to accept the "vision of replanting civil-
ization in a virgin soil where it might be isolated from the
growths which have fastened themselves like fungi on the
older stock."19 They were fired with a popular idealism
somewhat like that which James Truslow Adams has called
the American dream. To them the national ethos was to be
a humanitarian democracy, and in the eighties, nineties, and
early years of the twentieth century they reflected this
aspiration in journalism and literature. In the characteristic
verse of Bernard O'Dowd, Australia was the "Delos of a
coming Sun-God's race," and the poet could zealously address
his countrymen:
Our place is in the van
With those crusaders who
Maintain the rights of man
'Gainst despot and his crew.
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